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A Booklet for These Times 
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that instead of relating the work of the 
natural creation these chapters outline the 
moral development and ultimate salvation 
of the true Church. 

This work is the result of years of study 
by the Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission, and the whole is based 
on his discourses on Genesis which com- 
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LETTERS 


A Schoolgirl’s Hope for Deliverance 
from Darkness 
Dear Sister: 

Perhaps we, like Peter (Acts 12), have 
been sleeping with evil on both sides, com- 
passed about with it. We may have been in 
the prison house of darkness where the 
high walls of fear and doubt encompassed 
us about. We may have been bound with 
chains of our own forging, each link a wit- 
ness of an evil deed, thought or word— 
“the wicked . . . shall be holden with the 
cords of his own sins.” 

Yet, there is hope. When the angel en- 
tered and the light shone, Peter’s chains 
fell off. When the light of Truth comes into 
our prison and fully penetrates through 
our being, the chains of wickedness will 
fall off. With the light of Truth before us 
we can break down the high walls and pass 
through the gates of bondage. With Truth 
lighting the way, there will be no more 
geroping and hesitation, for it will clearly 
point out the path of righteousness to us 
and the obstacles we must overcome in 
traveling this path. 

I will close with Psalm 142:7, “Bring 
my soul out of prison, that I may praise 
thy name; for the righteous shall compass 
me about; for thou shalt deal bountifully 
with me.” 

St. Joseph, Mo. 

Cc. W. 


From One Busy Bee to Another 
Dear Sister: 

I received your Busy Bee letter and was 
happy to hear from you. I am learning 
about Samuel in my lessons. He judged the 
people wisely and taught them to serve 
God. He was the last judge that the people 
had. 

I will close with Prov. 18: 10, “The name 
of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous 
runneth into it, and is safe.” 

Bright, Ont., Can. 

G. B. 


Investing for Great Dividends 
Dear Brother: 

Our Bible School lesson this morning 
was good timber for the Master’s house. In 
explaining the lesson to the children, I said 
if we studied God’s Word and obeyed all of 
His commandments, we would grow into a 
great tree of righteousness in the garden 
of the Lord; so, after our service, L— 
climbed upon my knee and asked if she 
would grow up to be a big, round tree with 
lots of plums on it. I assured her that she 
would if she would be real good. (A big 
spiritual tree in the garden of the Lord 
with lots of plums of righteousness, and 
apples of godliness, and peaches of holiness.) 

I have to explain the lesson in a way 
that they may understand, and it takes a 
lot of time and patience; although we are 
assured that all things done to the glory 
of God will pay off in dividends. 

Hartsville, S. C. 

H. S. 
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Because I Have Been 


CAPTURED 


" OT that I have secured it yet, or already reached 
N perfection, but I am pressing on to see if I can 
capture it, because I have been captured by Jesus 
Christ. Brothers, I do not consider that I have captured 
it yet, only, forgetting what is behind me, and straining 
toward what lies ahead, I am pressing toward the goal, 
for the prize to which God through Christ Jesus calls us 
upward” (Phil. 3: 12—14, Goodspeed’s Translation). 
What a noble epistle of aspiration is this third chapter 
of Philippians! The great Apostle Paul had much that he 
could glory in from natural standards. He was a descend- 
ant of Israel, belonged to the tribe of Benjamin. As to the 
law, he was of the strictest sect, a Pharisee. His zeal was 
undying. In fact, he was a persecutor of the church of 
Jesus Christ. Judging by the law of Moses, no fault could 
be found in him. However, after enumerating all this, 
with one stroke he obliterates these false advantages. 
“For the sake of Christ I have come to count my former 
gains as loss. Why, I count everything as loss compared 
with the supreme advantage of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord” (verses 7, 8). 


. .. I Have Lost Everything 


“T count everything loss” was the dramatic statement. 
He gave up all his temporal advantages, his home ties, 
his business prestige, social station and religious rank, 
all that a man of fire and ambition would work to attain, 
for—. What was it, Paul, that caused you to “count every- 
thing as loss”? “Why, I count everything as loss com- 
pared with the supreme advantage of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have lost everything, and 
think it rubbish, in order to gain Christ and be known to 
be united to him.” 

Paul knew the Scriptures. He had read the solemn 
truth written in the Psalms that the end of natural man 
is to go to the generation of his fathers, where never, 
never through all eternity, shall they see light. Moreover, 
“Man that is in honor, and understandeth not, is like the 
beasts that perish” (Ps. 49: 20). Having learned of Jesus 
Christ, his desire for something better was awakened; 
knowing Jesus Christ made him acquainted with a higher 
family—the royal family of God. 

This action had the rare quality of consistency. He 
aspired to the highest goal. When he found it was not the 
Pharisaic perfection he had once aimed for, he changed 
and accepted the higher call. Paul renounced his once- 
considered-noteworthy ancestry as rubbish! Why? To at- 
tach himself to the Son of God and His royal, living fam- 
ily! All of Paul’s ancestors were dead, and his contem- 
poraries would shortly be as dead, with no assurance of 
ever escaping that dread condition. But here was Jesus 
Christ—raised victorious forever over the human race’s 
most formidable enemy—Death. 


by JESUS CHRIST 


... 1 Want to Know Him — His Power 


He declared, “I want to know him in the power of res- 
urrection, and to share his sufferings and even his death, 
in the hope of attaining resurrection from the dead.” 
This was the supreme advantage of knowing Christ! It 
was this fact that caused that dynamic man, charging 
full speed ahead in his course, to halt, stop short, and re- 
direct his path with unabated force and energy. Because 
he was even surer of his way now, he was stimulated to 
even greater energy than he had formerly exerted. 

The hope of a resurrection from the dead! This grand 
promise envisioned in the scrolls of the Prophets was 
now a living hope, for Jesus Christ was a living testi- 
mony! This was not tradition, fantasy or hearsay. He 
had seen and heard a Being who had been mortal as he 
himself was; who had died a publicly-witnessed death 
and had now become gifted with the unmistakable powers 
of immortality—incorruptibility. How? By a resurrection 
of the dead. Why? Because He, by absolute subjection of 
all His faculties to the Divine Will, had perfected holi- 
ness by the standard of God Almighty. 


. . . | Want to Share His Suffering 


To know Christ “in the power of resurrection,” Paul 
was ready to endure the same suffering and death, even to 
die the same death to sin (Rom. 6:10, 11). “If by any 
means I might attain to the resurrection of the dead” 
(Phil. 3: 11, King James). “If by any means”— said he, 
and he meant it. What mattered it that beatings, peril and 
dire affliction awaited on the way? Beyond it lay the goal! 
What mattered it that he should suffer disgrace, ignominy, 
shame, be ostracized as “the filth of the world, . . . the off- 
scouring of all things’? (I Cor. 4:13). He was ready to 
suffer the loss of all things for the supreme advantage of 
knowing Jesus Christ. 

This captured dynamo determined that his would be 
the unshakable confidence of Job, who exulted: “For I 
know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth: and though after my skin 
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God”! 
(19: 25, 26). He resolved that he would triumph with the 
Psalmist (49:15), “But God will redeem my soul from 
the power of the grave: for he shall receive me.” More- 
over, musing upon the prophecy of Daniel (12: 2), “And 
many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt,” he set his heart to lie down at 
life’s end with the same comfort and assurance, “Go thou 
thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in 
thy lot at the end of the days” (12:13). 

The resurrection was the victorious message of the 
Apostolic Church; that was what made it radiant, dy- 
namic, powerful. And Paul became its chief speaker. He 
wrote to the Corinthian brethren: “Now if what we 
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preach about Christ is that he was raised from the dead, 
how can some of you say that there is no such thing as a 
resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of 
the dead, then Christ was not raised, and if Christ was 
not raised, there is nothing in our message; there is noth- 
ing in our faith either, . . . But the truth is, Christ was 
raised from the dead” (I Cor. 15: 12—14, 20). 

This, then, was Paul’s quenchless hope, “the hope of 
attaining resurrection from the dead.” The means? By at- 
taining moral perfection. “Not that I have secured it yet, 
or already reached perfection. .. .” The Lord Jesus had 
created an ideal of character; He was a symbol of per- 
fection. With this ideal before him, Paul said, “I am 
pressing on to see if I can capture it.” Here was an honest 
man who was convinced by the evidence. Therefore he 
was pressing forward to attain, to capture perfection and 
thus its crowning reward—a resurrection from the dead 
and everlasting life. 

“Because I have been captured by Jesus Christ.” Paul 
had been captured by the convincing truth which his Lord 
had uttered, taught and demonstrated. The goal of per- 
fection and its reward of life forevermore, this had cap- 
tured his will, his inspiration, his determination. Paul was 
not only captured, but found himself a servant (Rom. 
1:1; Philemon 1), not only a servant but a slave, a pris- 
oner (Eph. 3:1). He was completely subjected by his 
Lord. As the bondman of Jesus, he writes, “I therefore, 
the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy 
of the vocation wherewith ye are called” (Eph. 4:1). 
Paul’s strong appeal to us to walk worthy of our vocation 
reflects his own captivity, his own confidence in reaping 
a reward. 


. . . This One Thing I Do! 


Paul’s mind was not divided in ten different directions. 
Because he was wholly captured by Jesus Christ, it was 
impossible to retain all of the world or even some of the 
world and its follies. He deemed everything futile that did 
not serve this hope which had captured him. Choice 
Christians are genuine; they are not Christians plus 
something else. Moreover, true Christians are single 
minded, single-eyed. To capture life eternal, we must em- 
brace one objective, have but one purpose, but one desire. 


...1 Am Forgetting What is Behind Me 


“Not that I have ... already reached perfection, . 
only, forgetting what is behind me, and straining toward 
what lies ahead, I am pressing toward the goal.” This cap- 
tured man not only put his past behind him, but what is 
of utmost importance—he left it there, to FORGET IT! 

Even as Paul, our duty is to forget the things that are 
behind, the things we did before we were captured by this 
hope. There is always some vagabond of memory seeking 
to find a more permanent lodging. Paul did not harbor 
these thoughts that would have impeded his progress. 
Instead, he set them behind him, out of his way! 

Together with forgetting the foolish, unchristianlike 
things we did in days of darkness, there is also the need 
to forget our mistakes. Instead, organize victory out of 
mistakes. Paul could have impaired his spiritual life by 
forever regretting his mistakes. The stoning of Stephen 
was undoubtedly vivid in his mind, for he said, “I am the 
least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an 


apostle, because I persecuted the church of God” (I Cor. 


15:9). We find, however, that it is not by regretting 
what is irreparable that true work is done, but by doing 
our best today in what we are called upon to do. 

Life, like war, is a series of mistakes, and he is not the 
best Christian nor the best general who makes the few- 
est false steps. He is the best who wins the most splendid 
victories by the retrieval of mistakes. The past is irrep- 
arable; the present only is available. 


...1 Am Straining Toward What Lies Ahead 


Because he was captured by Jesus Christ, Paul had 
his eyes fixed—forward—on the prize. And so also will 
all who are Paul-like. Let us see how often this is the 
case. If we should set before the average man some tran- 
sient reward which really captivates his heart—whether 
a fine home, the assurance of financial security, or the 
prospect of renown—he would work untiringly to obtain 
the end in view. However, set before a Christian the hope 
of eternal life, and how often he becomes mired in a com- 
plexity of minor interests. The reason? The man sees his 
reward, while the Christian must employ the exercise of 
faith to see his goal; and though it is a million times more 
certain than the paltry rewards of the present, still if his 
eye of faith is weak, his future outlook is certain to be 
dim. 

However, there are Christians with eyes of faith so 
strong as to penetrate the misty veil of time and see 
clearly the rewards of eternity. Such a one was the Apos- 
tle Paul; for to his sight the invisible future was clearer 
than the visible present. The beatings, the stonings, the 
imprisonments, all forms of torture inflicted by his per- 
secutors, lost half their effect upon him, so completely 
captivated was he by his vision of the eternal reward. 
In triumph he exclaimed, “Our light affliction, which is 
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal’ (II Cor. 4: 
17, 18). Here is the same striking paradox: “The things 
which are not seen” were more vivid to his mental vision 
than were “the things which are seen.” Thus he strained 
toward what lay ahead—in the future—for his eye of 
faith was keen and well focused. Paul’s distant vision 
was marvelous, for he could see beyond the mists of mor- 
tality to the invisible prize. 

As we acquire “this heavenly perspective” our every 
thought and action will become motivated by this hope. 
Paul left for us the admonition that our weapons are not 
carnal, but mighty through God, and can cast down every 
imagination and bring into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ (II Cor. 10: 4, 5). This is a noble cap- 
tivity, one that will control not only our words but will 
enter into the very fiber of our will and capture our every 
thought. 


..+ 1 Am Pressing Toward the Goal 


Paul was a man of pressure. That was his nature. He 
says of himself, “As to my zeal, I was a persecutor of the 
church.” Until he became captured by Jesus Christ, it 
had been zeal without knowledge. Men sometimes are 
like that—spending vast amounts of energy, all they can 
muster, pushing, pressing, sometimes in circles, often to 
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some unknown destination, or to a phantom goal. But 
because Paul had been captured by the living Son of God 
and His ideals, His superior award—even eternal life— 
he now was pressing ahead, “straight for the goal” (Phil- 
lips’ Translation). 

A runner in a race presses into action every ounce of 
strength in his being, to reach his goal. He has attained, 
by practice, that hardness of muscle that displays no 
flabbiness, no softness of limb. And, he runs, he presses, 
he strains every nerve to win, 

Is not that a suitable simile for our quest for eternal 
life? Captives of Jesus Christ must have hard moral 
muscles, iron-hard, as hard as nails, that will not yield to 
an easy threat or even to a formidable threat. In fact, 
they cannot be broken by any temptations which may 
assail them. That is the character that must set apart 
everyone who has been captured by Jesus Christ—rock 
character. With such a character, with hard moral mus- 
cles, strength as the Rock of Gibraltar, the Christian cap- 
tive presses toward the goal with eagerness, with vigor 
and constancy. It matters not how hard the road, his 
whole being is dominated by, “If by any means I might 
attain a resurrection from the dead”! 


God Calls Me Upward —to the Prize 


Because he had been captured by the resurrected 
Christ, Paul relentlessly forced himself upward above the 
apex of his natural thinkings, reasonings and ambitions. 
He put his past behind him and, with characteristic thor- 
oughness, went about the business of forgetting it. 

These higher levels of thought and aspiration beckon 
the aspiring Christian. 

When the captives of Christ have been emancipated 
from the bondage of sin, and have been led to occupy 
some radiant summit in the realm of piety and virtue, 
even in the midst of their highest attainment they have 
an overwhelming sense of inexhaustible glories beyond. 

The Lord Jesus has created an ideal of character, and 
has opened up dim and enticing vistas of possibility 
which leave us, after every conquest, with new dominions 
yet to be won. Every summit brings a new revelation, the 
reward of every attainment is a vision of further glory. 
“Not as though I had already attained, or were already 
perfect, but I press on... .” 

This “aboveness” distinguishes those who, like Paul, 
are captured by Christ. “Seek the things that are above”; 
“set your mind on things above.” His captives dwell 
“with Christ in heavenly places.” Sin is earthy, as Sodom 
and Gomorrah which grew on the ground. 

The call of his Lord was heavenward, upward, away 
from the gravitation of earthiness to a plane of holiness, 
toward which Paul strained and pressed. His advice to 
all who should follow after, is, “Copy me.” 

Have we been captured? Is our ear attuned to the high 
calling of Christ Jesus? Is “the hope of eternal life, which 
God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began,” 
our inspiration? Is the glorious resurrection to endless 
life our shining goal? 

Christ Jesus can dictate only to those whom He has cap- 
tured. All other ears are turned downward to earth 
sounds. Upturned ears are on upturned heads whose gaze 
is fixed forward! Are we one of these, with mind and 
body straining forward toward the goal of eternal life, 
because WE have been captured by Jesus Christ? 


UNIVERSAL PEACE 
through Instruments of Righteousness 


ODAY, through man’s misrule and mismanagement, 

trouble and apprehension fills our otherwise beauti- 
ful earth. Instead of fair play and love among fellowmen, 
there is an over-abundance of greed, selfishness and lust 
for power. Our world is snared in the tangled web of man- 
made circumstances. As a result, men’s hearts are fail- 
ing them for fear of further disaster. 

Peace, the white-winged dove of national harmony, the 
dream of patriots and fervent desire of countless in- 
dividuals, the passion of freedom-loving revolters, has 
winged its flight away from earth. 

There is much wisdom in President Eisenhower’s state- 
ment that “there can be no peace without law.” It is also 
striking when he says that “the passionate longing for 
peace—on the part of all peoples of the earth—compels us 
to speed our search for new and more effective instru- 
ments of justice.” 

Peace, to be effective internationally, must first be ef- 
fective in single units. Peacemakers are first—individuals; 
and must work first—individually. Jesus blessed them. 
We cannot expect to have world peace until man can live 
peaceably with man, until family can live with family 
without quarreling, until neighborhoods, cities, states and 
countries can intermingle with the utmost of considera- 
tion, kindness and brotherly love. 

Peace without law is reputedly impractical. Law stipu- 
lated by man is likewise impractical. We are convinced 
of this fact when we glance back over the centuries. Peace 
built on man-made standards and by human instruments 
can but fail. 

Peace can be attained, however, through the Law of 
God. The Psalmist speaks of this law as being perfect 
and able to convert the soul (19:7). James, in his epis- 
tle, told his brethren, “If ye fulfill the royal law according 
to the Scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, 
ye do well: but if ye have respect to persons, ye commit 
sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors... . 
So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by 
the law of liberty” (James 2: 8, 9, 12). This law of God, 
we see, is a moral code of conduct. Again the Psalmist 
says, “Great peace have they which love thy law: and 
nothing shall offend them” (119: 165). 

Beautiful, lasting peace can be obtained only by adher- 
ence to this perfect law of God. Individually, all must 
become peacemakers, becoming at peace with God through 
obedience to His perfect laws, thus proving fit instru- 
ments for God to use. Only as the peoples and nations of 
earth abide by this same law of conduct, can there be ex- 
pected the reign of universal peace. 

And now, as we look out upon this war-torn world, the 
longing cry rings out, “Oh, if God would but step in and 
do something!” Be assured, God has not deserted His peo- 
ple. In this age, He intervenes in the affairs of men 
through human instrumentality. Whenever and wherever 
God finds an individual with whom He can work, He uses 
him to further His plan on earth. 

(Continued on page 7) 





EACE be unto you, brethren, and the 

steadfast love of Jehovah! 

It is good to look into your faces, and 
to speak to you personally, instead of 
through the printed page. You all know 
me by name, I think: why, a Book of the 
Scriptures is named after me, but perhaps 
you often pass it by as rather dry history. 
To us who made the history, it was any- 
thing but dry, and I tried hard to make it 
interesting to you. I’m sorry if I failed. 

I am Ezra—Ezra the Scribe, of Babylon 
and Jerusalem. Ah! now you recall] a little 
of my story, I think. You remember those 
stirring days of the return from Babylon 
after the long Captivity, when Cyrus, the 
Persian king, granted us our freedom to 
rebuild the Holy City and the Temple. 
Why did I not go with the first band of 
exiles who returned under Zerubbabel? 
Why, bless you, I was not yet born. But 
I will not excuse myself; I could have gone 
long before I did, and I should have gone. 

There were opportunities, but I just 
didn’t take them. 

I was very comfortable in Babylon—too comfortable. 
It was my birthplace, my home, the only home I had ever 
known. Of course, I kept aloof from the Babylonian way 
of life; I was a very strict follower of the Law of Moses. 
I was happy with my books, my writing, my teaching. It 
seemed like a good way for one to spend his life, even in 
a heathen land. 

So I would warn you, brethren, do not let this world 
become your abode. This is not our rest, and we should 
never feel too much at home here. Use the world for nec- 
essary purposes, but do not abuse it. Remember, it is a 
bridge which we must cross, but where we may not build 
our house. Our citizenship is in the heavenly Jerusalem, 
a better country, yet to come. 

Why did I finally tear myself away from Babylon and 
its comforts? It was the hand of Jehovah—no less. Re- 
ports came to me from the struggling little band of pio- 
neers trying hard to make a life for themselves in the 
ruins of Jerusalem and Judea. The Temple was finished 
and the daily sacrifice was offered, but otherwise the re- 
ports were not pleasing. It seemed to me that there was a 
lack of spirituality, a preoccupation with the cares of 
this life. The masses were ignorant of the Law, and their 
children were growing up without religious instruction. 
This was my work, these were my people. What was / 
doing in Babylon? 

Worse yet, it was rumored that they were mingling and 
intermarrying with the heathen nations about them— 
Israel’s old, old sin. This was intolerable. Someone must 
do something about it. If nobody else would step forward, 
I would do it myself. 

So, with the authority and commission of King Arta- 
xerxes, I found myself where I had never expected to be 
—leading a band of exiles from the comforts of Baby- 
lonia to the poverty and perils of Jerusalem—a far cry 
from the good old life of books and scrolls and lectures 
and debates; but I believed that, with Jehovah’s help, | 
could carry it off. What man has done, man can do, if he 
has to. 

Well, I did it, after a fashion, even if I did learn the 
hard way. We made the journey in exactly four months; 
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slow travel to you, no doubt, but remember there were 
1,700 of us, none of us experienced travelers. There was 
work waiting for us, plenty of it. When I learned the ex- 
tent of the transgression, I was simply petrified. I trusted 
vaguely that the Eternal would make a way, but I soon 
found that I was to be the way; the problem was right in 
my lap. I’m afraid I didn’t do too well, at the start. Not 
knowing what else to do, I sat down and wept, until 
Shechaniah aroused me to action. I found I must not de- 
pend on God te do the work He had appointed me to do: 
nor should you. Very often we ourselves are the instru- 
ments of God’s will, the channel of His blessings, the an- 
swer to our own prayers, if we will recognize our respon- 
sibility and accept His guidance, and give the task all we 
have. 

The action I took was not exactly good generalship, as 
I look back over it. Impulsively I called a general assem- 
bly. From all over the province they came, and waited in 
the rain for my judgment. The judgment itself was plain, 
but how to enforce it was another matter. This thing 
might take months to straighten out in a legal manner. 
Meanwhile, it was raining. 

It was the representatives of the men who were in- 
volved in the unlawful marriages who spoke the word of 
the Lord to me now; and when they pointed out a sen- 
sible course of action, it was simple enough. Things went 
right ahead in an orderly fashion until the offense was 
corrected. 

The moral is twofold: Think things out before you act; 
and when someone else has a better idea, accept it, and 
never mind your dignity. A change for the better is al- 
ways honorable. 

So the years went by, and I became more thoroughly 
convinced that I was not born to be an administrator. If 
ever there was a square peg in a round hole, it was I— 
Ezra the Scribe, trying to be a ruler. I guess they got the 
same idea at headquarters, for by and by there came a 
new governor from Shushan—Nehemiah, the king’s cup- 
bearer. And was | thankful! Things in Jerusalem were 
bad: poverty, distress, fear, and inaction. We needed 
above all things a wall to shut out the enemies who made 
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our lives miserable, but we just couldn’t get started; the 
task was too big. But when Nehemiah came, you should 
have seen things move! You know—I supposed, of course, 
that he would consult me and ask my advice, but he didn’t. 
He didn’t need to. And that was good for me, too. 

Now I was happy—happier than I had been for a long 
time. With the right man in charge, I could once more de- 
vote all my time to the work I loved—study, writing, 
teaching, organizing for the future. There was so much 
to be done to provide for Israel’s spiritual needs, present 
and future, that the days were not nearly long enough. I 
had tried honestly and earnestly to be a good adminis- 
trator. I had given it my best, and had held the fort until 
a better man came. Now I was in my element once more. 

So I say to you, before I must leave you: one of life’s 
greatest lessons is this: whatever you do for God and His 
people, do your very best; but when one comes along who 
can do it better, do not hesitate to step down, willingly 
and gracefully, and give him all your help, whether it be 
to act or merely to stand aside. And from the depths of 
my own experience, I leave you with this thought: Blessed 
is he who has found his work; in this life, he shall have 
no need of further blessedness. 





UNIVERSAL PEACE 
(Continued from page 5) 


God has no hands but our hands 
To do His work today; 

He has no feet but our feet 
To lead men in His way. 


God has always worked in view of a better world. Ma- 
terially, this world has improved; but in a moral sense, 
it needs help badly. That golden era of Peace and Good 
Will of which the angels sang to the shepherds of Beth- 
lehem on that memorable night—where is it? God is still 
waiting to usher in that epoch because of no instruments! 

God’s plan for this crime- and war-infested world is 
to make of it a Heavenly Paradise where His will shall 
be done on earth as it is in Heaven. That is a gigantic 
task and God needs instruments. He needs you and He 
needs me. He needs steady hands, level heads, and willing 
feet. He needs a great number of workers, men and 
women who will, during their lifetime, make themselves 
over into perfect instruments of righteousness. 

In all ages, past and present, the stipulation is the 
same: always perfection of character. A preparation for 
the great work of the future is necessary. Though the 
saints of old sleep in death, their names have been writ- 
ten in the Book of Remembrance and they shall rise in 
the resurrection at the last day. Together with the faith- 
ful who are alive, they shall go forth as instruments of 
deliverance and, with Christ their King, shall dispense 
joy and happiness to the nations of earth. 

In Jesus’ day there was strife and contention ; the world 
groaned for help and deliverance. The Jewish nation 
prayed and longed for the promised Messiah; but when 
God sent help in the life and example of Jesus, they did 
not recognize the instrument through whom God chose 
to work. They despised His teachings and placed Him on 
the cross. As a nation, they were not ready for any help, 
for any great unfolding of God’s Plan. Jesus was con- 


scious of the great part He was to play at His second 
coming, and He perfected Himself during His lifetime 
through His many trials. He chose twelve disciples for 
His bosom friends. In a crucial moment, they failed Him 
—they were not ready for great happenings. One be- 
trayed Him, another denied Him, while others fled in fear 
for their lives. They were yet imperfect instruments. 

While in exile on the Isle of Patmos, the curtain of the 
future was drawn aside a little for the beloved John and 
he saw in vision the full quota of perfected instruments. 
John looked into the distant future and saw 144,000 men 
and women prepared and ready to go out with their King 
to perform the much needed reformation in the earth 
(Rev. 14:1). John was privileged to see each of that 
number, a perfect instrument, each an officer of peace 
and an exactor of righteousness. 

Strange as it may seem, the nations of earth, so badly 
in need of a peacemaker, will actually reject the instru- 
ment that God sends in the Personage of Jesus Christ. 
The nations will unite their forces to resist His righteous 
rule. “And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, 
and their armies, gathered together to make war against 
him that sat on the horse, and against his army” (Rev. 
19:19). 

With the mighty power of God behind this great peace 
movement, Christ and His instruments will subdue the 
nations. “And he shall judge among the nations, and shall 
rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: na- 
tion shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more” (Isa. 2: 4). 

The dove of peace shall then find a secure resting place 
on this earth made over new, for in the days of this King 
“shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so 
long as the moon endureth. He shall have dominion also 
from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the 
earth” (Ps. 72:7, 8). 





THE HOURS 


The hours flit by on pinions 
Of joyous gold and blue, 

And some flag on with drooping wing 
Of sorrow’s darker hue; 

But still they steal the record 
And bear it far away; 

Their mission-flight, by day and night, 
No magic power can stay. 


And as we spend each minute 
That God to us has given, 

The deeds are known before His throne, 
The tale is told in Heaven. 

Those bee-like hours we see not, 
Nor hear their noiseless wings; 

We often feel—too oft—when flown 
That they have left their stings. 


So teach me, Heavenly Father, 
To meet each flying hour, 
That as they go they may not show 
My heart a poison flower! 
So, when death brings its shadows, 
The hours that linger last 
Shall bear my hopes on angels’ wings, 
Unfettered by the past. —Sel. 
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INWARD BEAUTY Versus 
INWARD DRYNESS 


GREAT merchant vessel that had plied the ocean 

waters for over half a century had made its last 
voyage; it had reached the sunset of its service. Upon 
being dismantled, there were salvaged from that great 
ship a few oak timbers which showed signs of remark- 
able preservation. During their long years of service they 
had become transformed into rare specimens of singular 
beauty to be admired and wondered at. 

These few oak planks were originally just plain, or- 
dinary lumber, chosen only for their strength and endur- 
ance. Time had mellowed them. The climatic elements 
had seasoned them. Action had preserved them. 

By giving and yielding in the pressures of storm and 
gale, they had survived the tear and wear of continual 
service. Their “give and take” in the rhythmical sway- 
ing of the vessel made them flexible. The chemical action 
of both sun and briny waters had sealed and strengthened 
their fibers. Constant washings and sprinklings had 
brought out their inward beauty in color and markings. 

On the other hand, what had caused the majority of the 
timbers in that vast construction to reach the point of 
weakness and decay? What had caused them to shatter 
and splinter, to twist and warp? What else but inward 
dryness! 

A Christian must beware of inward dryness. Inward 
dryness is a deplorable condition of the small soul. It is 
caused by not enough intake of the water of life. Not 
enough of its purifying qualities are absorbed and con- 
sequently not enough of it reaches the vital point in a 
self-centered mind. Corroded over with one’s own way 
of thinking, the water of life cannot get down below the 
surface of the self-life. It just runs off. Not enough re- 
mains to dissolve the accumulation of bitterness, envy 
and pride. Neither can the sun of righteousness pene- 
trate the hardened heart incased in an unyielding spirit. 
It takes a willing mind to allow God’s Word to change a 
man’s life from imperfection to perfection and to renew 
that right spirit within him. 

Dryness does not tend to make for strength. Spiritual 
dryness cannot stand the strain and stress of righteous de- 
mands, and how quickly there is a snapping of patience 
at the least provocation. In trying moments the dry soul 
does not have the spiritual reserve to draw on and so the 
calmness splinters. In times of pressures, gentleness 
shrinks and goodness breaks down to hateful and spiteful 
words. An inward struggle ensues and because there is 
that parched condition of the soul, the judgment becomes 
twisted and warped. Where there is no thirst, no hunger 
for the water of life, the general attitude is not right. 
Spiritual aridity mars; it does not beautify. 

The well-watered soul takes on the richness of char- 
acter. Saturated with life-giving words, it allows the 
forces of goodness to act upon it. Having the mind filled 
with high thoughts and noble aspirations, it can stand 
the shock of life’s tempestuous waves far better than the 
one whose mind has been cumbered with the trivial and 
petty everyday occurrences. 

Great souls do not break down under discipline. They 


grow. Like the ship’s timbers it is this action that pre- 
serves them. They take in enough water so that it reaches 
the inner man to perfection. Under trial, the washed 
and sprinkled soul grows in patience, expands in humil- 
ity and enlarges in kindness. Winds of reproof and cor- 
rection do not weaken but strengthen his moral fibers. 
Adversities test his affections, whether they be worldly 
or heavenly. Throughout the long years of service, con- 
stant reading and meditating is necessary to soften the 
heart and seal it unto righteousness. 

Truth has transforming powers. Truth has beautifying 
powers. Yes, Truth is the solvent, the developer that will 
cleanse, purify and beautify. If we yield ourselves when- 
ever and whithersoever God wills, we are providing the 
material. Circumstances will provide for our perfecting. 

Though we may be just common and ordinary to start 
with, we need not remain so. If we learn to “give and 
take,” to “bend and yield” to every righteous way, as 
must the ship upon the heaving billows yield to pressure 
of storm and gale, in the course of time great inward 
beauty of character will be manifest, pleasing and pre- 
cious unto God. We can become those rare specimens of 
manhood and womanhood, suitable for a new beginning 
in the land of Eternal Day. 





ON THE SHELF 


SHELF is a very handy place to keep items of every 
description. But too many times we place things 
there and forget all about them. In the spiritual it will 
not do to lay the truth or knowledge of God on the shelf 
and forget it, but we need to keep it active in our lives. 
There is one command which you might say compre- 
hends all the others: “Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in 
the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever” (I John 
2: 15—17). If we listen to this command, assent to it, 
and then desire something of the world, we are not let- 
ting the command govern but are putting it on the shelf. 
By keeping the law before our minds and letting it 
rule and govern us at all times, we are not laying it upon 
the shelf until a more convenient time but we are putting 
it into practice. As Jeremiah said, “Thy words were 
found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me 
the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by 
thy name, O Lord God of hosts.” The Word must be kept 
so close at hand that we can feast upon it at all times 
without having to rummage through the dusty and half- 
forgotten contents of an obscure shelf. If we let the 
word work effectually within, it will cleanse the mind, 
and ultimately change the whole life. 

The only thing that will make us of account in God’s 
sight is to know His word and do it, and be the means of 
passing it on to others. It declares in Ps. 68:11, “The 
Lord gave the word: great was the company of those 
that published it.” That is a greatness to which all the 
wisdom and knowledge of this world cannot compare. 
They did not leave it on the shelf. 
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Let us get up and go to work, for “he that gathereth in 
summer is a wise son, but he that dealeth with a slack 
hand shall have poverty enough.” We must realize that for 
us who have labored long in the vineyard, summer is 
merging into autumn; the Lord of the harvest soon shall 
return to examine our store; we have left only a short 
time in which to work. Life is only a vapor and if we do 
not work now, we shall never have another chance. We 
must work while it is day, for the night cometh when we 
cannot work. All that is laid away on the shelf will be 
of no use to us then. If we really want it for the future, 
then we must eat it now, masticate it thoroughly by de- 
vout meditation, digest and assimilate it, so that these 
glorious principles will be a part of us. Let us hide them 
in our hearts, not on the shelf. We might gather rare 
and choice grain, hear lofty and noble principles, but if 
we put them on the shelf instead of into action, we might 
as well never have gone forth to gather. 

We often hear of people buying medicine and leaving 
it on the shelf most of the time instead of taking it, then 
going back to the doctor perplexed because they are not 
better. 

As Christian reapers, gathering the heavenly grain, 
do we bring it home to feast on in our meditation, share 
it in conversation? Does our conduct flourish because of 
having assimilated what we gather? or do we store it 
away on a shelf for future use, perhaps? When we know 
a duty must be performed, a command obeyed, if we do 
not at once begin it, when will we? The desire will never 
be stronger than when it is fresh in our minds. Procras- 
tination never increases the determination to fulfill a 
desire. 

The trouble is, we are not like the Moabitish maiden 
Ruth, of olden times, who gleaned from early until late 
in Boaz’ field to provide sustenance for herself and for 
her mother-in-law. We glean in the Lord’s field, even 
eagerly, perhaps; we take it home in great handfuls, but 
we lay it on the shelf and forget about it instead of eating 
it and letting it rule and govern us. 

Can we see a growth in ourselves from day to day? If 
not, then we have not eaten what we have gathered. 
Spiritual eating equals meditation for the specific pur- 
pose of personal application—no less. If eating, there will 
be a continuous growth, our minds expanding to take 
in more, our actions proving we are growing into the 
image of Christ. 

When the literal manna was given, back under the type, 
there was a daily portion; so today we have a spiritual 
quota to eat. ‘“‘Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, I 
will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall 
go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may 
prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no” 
(Ex. 16:4). There is a time to gather, then a time to 
eat and grow. We gather, then trials and temptations 
come to prove whether we will walk in God’s law, or no. 
If not eating what we gather, but putting it on the shelf 
against the day of salvation, it will not profit us; as in 
the type, what is not eaten at the time of gathering 
spoils; it is of no use. 

The Prophet Isaiah said, “Morning by morning the 
Eternal awakens me to learn my lesson” (Isa. 50: 4, Mof- 
fatt). True enough, the lessons are given. As we gather 
them from time to time, where do we put them? into 
practice, or on the shelf? 


Musings of the Editor 


OR the definition of Christianity the dictionary gives “a 

state, or fact of belonging to that Christian faith; a reli- 
gion taught by Christ and His Apostles; having a Christian 
character or quality.” The world stop at defining the term; 
we cannot. We know the weightier matters that constitute 
the religion of Jesus, taught by His precepts and example. 
And “therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth 
it not, to him it is sin” (James 4: 17). 


a We know, and so we must, 
Christianity, then, make our Christianity an 


° ° ° everyday business or duty of 
A Daily Obligation forming that same Christian char- 
acter that Christ possessed. There is labor to be performed 
in every moment of each day; sixty seconds of each minute 
must be filled, all to God’s honor and glory! It calls for self- 
denial on every point. Strength, bravery, dexterity, unfalter- 
ing nerve and resolution must be the attributes of those who 
resolve to pursue the Christian graces along the rugged road 
to holiness. Their path will often lie amid rocks and crags, 
and not on lawns and among lilies. 

Each day must be a step forward, and it must continue to 
be a stronger, firmer tread; realize that each day is a chal- 
lenge, a proving ground. We are called upon to gain new 
heights in difficult times. We are confronted by just one mo- 
ment at a time, but every second must be attended by con- 
stant vigilance. Yesterday was ours, but it is gone; today is 
all we possess, for tomorrow we may never see. Our reward 
will be according to the manner in which we make Chris- 
tianity a daily obligation. 





OBITUARY 


ELMER MYERS 


On Monday, Nov. 12, Brother Elmer Myers of this 
city fell asleep in death after months of illness. His was 
a remarkably long life, the date of his birth having been 
May 29, 1867, in Redford, N. Y. 

Some forty years ago our brother became affiliated 
with the Megiddo Mission Church, and passed away in 
hope of the better day to dawn, when sickness, sorrow, 
pain and death shall be no more. 

The deceased leaves to mourn his loss a daughter, Mrs. 
J. Welch, two sons, Walter L. and George E. Myers also 
of Rochester, six grandchildren and eleven great grand- 
children. 

Funeral services were conducted on Thursday, Nov. 
15, at the Winchell Funeral Home, the Rev. P. J. Thatcher 
officiating. Burial was in Irondequoit Cemetery. 





I must be careful what I hear and what I say, and try 
to prevent evil getting into my mind; be diligent, cheer- 
ful and good-natured, keeping always in remembrance 
that I am to be God’s servant. Our Father in Heaven 
never slumbers nor sleeps; His all-seeing eyes are upon 
us, both in the darkness of night and in the brightness 
of day. And His holy angels are guarding us by day and 
by night. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is 
fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore” (Psalm 16: 11). 


A story is related about a literary worker who had 
come to an oculist for new glasses and was advised to go 
to her porch several times a day and look at the distant 
mountains for five or ten minutes. “The far-away look,” 
he said, “will rest your eyes after long hours with manu- 
scripts and proof sheets, and will be better than new 
glasses.” The advice proved most wise. She could do her 
prosaic task better after looking at something sublime. 

Through this short pilgrimage to our eternal home we 
need frequently to stop and look beyond the present sur- 
rounding things of life. We need that far-away look, a 
look at the goal toward which we journey. We have so 
much to do with earthly things that at times we forget 
there is a better time before us. The tendency is to grav- 
itate more and more toward earthly levels. Because our 
work here is so strenuous, so unremitting and sometimes 
so hard, we get absorbed in it to the extent that we often 
forget to read of the bright future and to meditate on 
its glories. But through all these cares and attractions 
we need to think often of the pleasures that await at the 
Father’s right hand. 

The Word of God is rich with beautiful promises of the 
future home which the righteous shall enjoy. The Chris- 
tian should never content himself merely with the thought 
that it will be good enough if only he gets it. One of the 
prime requisites is the necessity of ever keeping in 
mind the blessings of that day, lest in forgetting it we 
also slacken our diligence in the necessary work that must 
be done. Indeed, Jesus our Example was ever looking for- 
ward, and of Him it was written: “For the joy that was 
set before him [He] endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God” (Heb. 12:2). The anticipation of the glory ahead 
encouraged and sustained Him. 

God is able to do for us exceeding abundantly above all 
that we can ask or think (Eph. 3: 20). There is no limit 
to His ability to reward the saints. At present, during 
these world tensions, we would all love to see war elimi- 
nated, and with it the results of war, such as famine, 
pestilence, poverty, want, suffering. We would delight to 
see sickness of every description forever in the past, and 
everyone enjoying robust health. These desires may ap- 
pear staggering; but God’s promise is that they are 
among the first to be realized. 

Our text assures us pleasures forevermore. Let’s in- 
vestigate. Jesus promised: “I will give unto him that is 
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely” (Rev. 
21:6). One of the pleasures at the right hand of God will 
be the satisfying, or quenching, of life’s thirsts. In a sense 
our thirsts are satisfied when we learn and receive the 
truth of God’s Word, for we are invited to come and drink 
of its pure waters. One of the Beatitudes is for the un- 
satisfied: “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst 


after righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Matt. 5: 6). 

In the Christian’s life, thirst is a blessed experience. 
The man who has ceased to thirst has ceased to grow. 
When one is satisfied, he has reached his limit of growth; 
then, there is no further desire for more of life and its 
blessings. The Christian life in this world is full of 
thirsts and longings; it never reaches its best possibili- 
ties. However much knowledge we have gained, if we are 
really “living,” we are ever eager to know more. A cer- 
tain philosopher, after a lifetime of study and research, 
spoke of himself as but a child, picking up a few bright 
pebbles on the shore, while the great deep sea still lay be- 
fore him, unexplored. 

In the world to come we shall experience the satisfac- 
tion of achievement and attainment; for we shall be priv- 
ileged to learn new stores of wisdom indefinitely. 

Nor will our thirst for friendship be satisfied in this 
life. Friendship at its best is sweet. When it is ideal, it 
seems to leave nothing to be desired. But pure and deep 
as it is, there still are thirsts in the heart for friendship 
which will last eternally. 

While we muse on the blessedness of Eternity, we 
should remember that the road to that glorified life starts 
in this world. Only those who aspire to reach that realm 
and live a life of heavenly purity, joy and peace in this 
world, can expect to qualify for admittance there. 

The Psalmist’s plea was: “Thou wilt show me the path 
of life’—let us focus our attention on the part our God 
reveals we must play if we are to merit a place at His 
right hand. 

We expect to enjoy those eternal pleasures together; 
should we not learn to live peaceably and with full con- 
sideration for each other during our short probation? 
Our fellowship here is often marred by faults, by imper- 
fections of life, by rash words and unkindnesses. Not al- 
ways are we thoughtful and gentle even to our nearest 
and best friends. Somehow, many of us go trampling with 
great ironsoled boots right through the garden of tender 
hearts, tracking down the delicate plants and flowers. 
We do not mean to grieve each other; we think we are 
exceptionally kind; yet ignorantly and unintentionally 
we do things, or we speak words which hurt and give pain. 

On the other hand, some of us are very sensitive and 
far too easily hurt by others. We misconstrue into rude- 
ness words and acts which were intended only to be play- 
ful. (But, beware, beware! lest you are intentionally rude 
and try to excuse it as only playfulness.) We misunder- 
stand what our friends say or do, imputing wrong mo- 
tives when only love was meant. Thus our fellowship is 
often marred and does not reach its best. 

The way of life includes the mastery of these every- 
day tests that come our way. They may appear slight and 
insignificant, but they present a challenge. Victory will not 
come out of ease and kindly circumstances, not out of ex- 
periences of luxury, from favored spots and genial con- 
ditions; but, rather, it will be won in hard lots, in fierce 
temptations, in bitter sorrow and in keen suffering. 

No matter how hard the way is here, the end will be 
glorious, Let us not grovel any longer, nor creep in the 
slime and dust. Let us look up, wp, UP! Let us live to be 
worthy of the exalted honor extended to us. Let us prac- 
tice the heavenly life today, tomorrow, and the next day; 
at home, in business, on the street. Let us be the kind of 
people we would be if we were at the Father’s right hand. 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


I get the impression that when one chooses to follow God 
and then sins, even though he is very sorry, it is too late to 
be forgiven. Is this true? If a minister falls from grace, can 
he be restored? 

God is merciful, “like as a father pitieth his children, 
... he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are 
dust. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he 
removed our transgressions from us” (Ps. 103: 12—14), 
if we put iniquity far away (Job 11:14). The Bible is 
full of rules and examples of repentance and forgiveness, 
of correction for the erring one, showing that the Lord 
does not expect people to run this way of holiness with- 
out a stumble, until by practice they become strong. The 
conditions are: ‘He that covereth his sins shall not pros- 
per: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy” (Prov. 28:13). John the Baptist said to his audi- 
ence, Bring forth fruits answerable to amendment of 
life (Matt. 3:8, see margin). Jesus said to the woman 
taken in adultery, “Go, and sin no more,” showing that 
even egregious sins can be wiped out by a virtuous life. 
Sorrow alone is not sufficient, but “godly sorrow worketh 
repentance” or turning away from sin (II Cor. 7:10). 

As long as we have life and health, if we bear good 
fruit it is not too late to be forgiven, unless we persist in 
sin so long that it becomes like the Ethiopian who cannot 
change his skin, nor the leopard his spots, because we 
have become so accustomed to doing evil. When our feet 
stumble on the dark mountain of death, then it is too late 
to be forgiven of any unforsaken sin (Jer. 13: 23, 16). 

The same principle would apply to a minister. Of 
course the higher the standard that one professes, the 
more responsibility is involved. In that respect it makes 
any transgression greater because of the example set. 
But forgiveness may be obtained by a humble confession 
and virtuous life in the future. The Bible gives examples 
of David and others who were in high positions when 
they sinned, but when, with a heartfelt contrition, they 
washed and cleansed themselves from sin, they were 
forgiven. 


Please explain the 38th of Isaiah where Hezekiah was sick 
and prayed to be healed. After being healed he seemed dis- 
satisfied, and said, My life has been cut off. 


Verses 10—15, although written after he recovered, 
refer to the way he felt at the time when he thought his 
days were to be cut off—a reminiscence of his feelings at 
that time. Then from verses 16—20 he was praising the 
Lord for His deliverance and for casting all his sins be- 
hind His back. 


What can a housewife do for the cause of Christ? 


Much. The greatest sermon that can be preached is by 
example. The Apostle Paul said to his followers, “Ye are 
our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all 
men’”’ (II Cor. 3: 2). Jesus said, “Let your light so shine 
before men that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 
You are a sermon in shoes, so to speak, if living an ex- 
emplary life; wherever you go, that sermon is being 
preached. 

If you have children, there is another noble work re- 
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quired of the Christian mother—to bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6: 4). That is 
a work which cannot be stressed too much today—to have 
Christian training. The principles of virtue must needs 
be impressed on their minds to help them steer clear of 
the many temptations they will meet in an ungodly world. 
A hymn expresses a nice thought on this: 
“But if it be my portion to bear my cross at home 
While others bear their tidings beyond the billows’ 
foam 
I'll prove my faith in God.” 
Another way to help the cause of Christ is to study to 
“be ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meek- 
ness and fear” (I Pet. 3:15). Perhaps a few leaflets on 
the various Bible topics would come in handy. 


If people under the Mosaic Law were not saved by obey- 
ing the Ten Commandments, how were they saved? 


By obeying the “law of faith” or “royal law’ which 
reached to the thoughts and intents of the heart (James 
2: 8—10; Heb. 4:12). “God preached before the gospel 
unto Abraham” when He commanded him, “walk before 
me, and be thou perfect” (Gal. 3:8; Gen. 17:1). The 
people living at that time were obligated to obey the Ten 
Commandments as a national law, the same as we obey 
the laws of our country today; but we have to obey the 
higher law to gain salvation. 


I would like very much to know why the Gentiles were 
without hope and had no chance of being saved before Christ 
came. 


This is untrue. In every age and in every nation “he 
that feareth God and worketh righteousness” is, was, and 
always shall be “accepted with him” (Acts 10:34, 35). 
The law is immutable. 

Ephesians 2:11 refers to “Gentiles in the flesh.” The 
principal difference between the Jews and Gentiles was 
that the oracles of God were first committed to the Jews 
(Rom. 3:1, 2); but unless they became Jews “indeed” 
(John 1:47; Rom. 2: 28, 29), they could not be saved 
either. There is a record of Gentiles who were believers 
during the Jewish Age (Naaman, Ruth, and others), just 
as there could be Jews now. But as a nation, the Jews 
proved unworthy; therefore the Lord turned to the Gen- 
tiles (Matt. 21:43), because it was God’s plan to find 
144,000 to complete the bride of Christ. 

The Christ referred to in Eph. 2: 12 is “Christ in you, 
the hope of glory” (Col. 1: 27), the spiritual Christ or 
word of truth (I Cor. 10: 1—4). It was just as necessary 
for the natural Jews to have this Christ as for the Gen- 
tiles, before they could gain salvation. 


Did Moses ever reach the Promised Land? 


No. He led the Children of Israel through the Wilder- 
ness and nearly to Jordan where he was told by the Lord 
to ascend Mount Nebo. There he might view the Promised 
Land, but he could not enter because of his transgression 
at the waters of Meribah (Deut. 32: 48—52). He had 
smitten the rock to obtain water, as had been his custom, 
instead of speaking to it as directed that particular time. 
This is a great lesson to succeeding generations to pay 
strict attention to the Lord’s commands. We know that 
it was a temporary punishment and does not affect Moses’ 
eternal reward because he is numbered with the cloud 
of witnesses in Hebrews 11. 
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GOD’S PROMISES 


In scanning o’er the blessed pages of the Holy Writ 

We stagger at the multitude of promises in it, 

Assuring us that angels, watching, safeguard and protect, 
Arranging circumstances for God’s chosen and elect. 

He promises a hundredfold, while journeying through life, 
Of joy, and peace, and happiness, devoid of any strife, 

To those who now will die to sin, and to the end endure. 
To righteous ones the promises of God are very sure. 


His promises have spanned the ages, from the start of time, 
To give a hope and consolation certain and sublime; 

A feeling of security, that with life’s journey o’er 

There waits a home of endless bliss, upon a peaceful shore. 
’Tis through His promises we learn that none shall pine away 
Without the knowledge of God’s Word, who will His law obey; 
And all who strive in earnest, that they may His bidding do, 
Will be allotted time and strength to see the project through. 


Familiar with His promises, we know the saints of God 

Shall rise again, they have not long to sleep beneath the sod. 
Together with the living faithful they shall greet the Lord 
When He returns, and with Him share a glorious reward. 

The sick, the deaf, the lame, the blind are buoyed by the thought 


That some day they may benefit by wonders that are wrought, 
And be restored to strength and health, to no more suffer pain, 
When Jesus rules in righteousness, o’er all earth’s vast domain. 


God’s promises are always sure, unlike to those of man, 
For He is true, and on His Word all people can depend. 
There is no need to walk in darkness, groping in despair; 
His promises are like a beacon, shining bright and fair. 

So rest upon His promises, yes, claim them for your own, 
And let your acts of righteousness for past misdeeds atone. 
His promise is, “If you forsake, I quickly will forgive, 

And you shall have the privilege with Christ, my Son, to live.” 


Oh, rich and precious promises! who can their number tell? 
But all found trusting, leaning on them, surely, they do well. 
And he that lays all self aside that he may in them share 
Shall see the New Jerusalem, and reign with Jesus there. 
So cherish all the promises by God in mercy given; 
Incentive to all who will work, that they may enter Zion, 
Fair Zion, where the light of day shall never change to night; 
Where faith in all God’s promises at last is changed to sight. 
—L. L. S. 
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